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Letter from the Editor and Volunteer Staff 

                                                                                         

 Bobbyray - Editor                                              John Garrett                                                 Magen Sparks 

ArtRageUS Magazine is accepting Articles/Stories/Experiences or Cartoons for the 
magazine.  

o, Teach! 

   Are you or someone you know using ArtRage SP in the classroom or for educational reasons?  

If so, we would like to know and do a story on it for the magazine. 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

O, Mom and Dad! 

If you have any children using ArtRage, we would like to have a special Gallery showing for the kids Artist 
Portal…yea that’s new.  

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

If you have a special story about ArtRage to share with all the ragers, send it on too.... write it up in notepad or use 
email body text and email it to me. 

You can email me the paintings to: bobbyray02@msn.com 

Please note that we are 1 month ahead in production of the magazine. 

Format: 

Please use .jpg format and  notepad for any text/ ie; nickname and subject title (no real names for Kids use Parents 
screenname and your childs firstname) 

Our Magazine is a Rager made magazine, Created by volunteers  and it is for all the Ragers on earth and beyond 
too just in case any Alien ET visitors are checking it out. Hey who knows?  Seriously though, any Rager can send in 
art or stories or become a column writer (with approval). We need your support to make our magazine beneficial 
and interesting to all the Ragers. Simply put, ArtRageUS magazine is what we put into it. Please feel free anytime 
to jump in and volunteer too, we have all kinds of needs and projects to work on…stress free.   
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Featured Rager Artist 
 

 

John Blackford          

aka                
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BioIllustrator/Artist      John Blackford:  Cartuneman 

    I was raised in a small town America. Frankton, Indiana to be exact.  I now live in Reno, Nevada 
and I work for one of the local casinos here as a painter/ engineer, It's a living....and for the way the 
economy is at least I have a job lol. Basically I self taught myself the art of cartooning and illustration 
just by watching other people and copying coloring book and comic book art. I also was able to 
attempt the human form by drawing my family and sketching the people in catalogs and the like. 
Throughout most of my youth, I dreamed of working for Disney and or Hanna Barbara or Warner 
Brothers. 

   After a short stint with the Air Force  I kept this dream alive by working for different organizations  
such as sign companies , local gas stations and convenient stores, barely supporting myself and my 
now growing Family until it led me to Hollywood.  I got tired of being a nobody and I wanted to excel 
in my art so I bought a one way plane ticket to California and placed my future in the world’s hands 
and through caution to the wind. It was going to be break me or make it time for me. I figured if I 
could at least get to Hollywood someone would notice me.  Yes I got there, but it wasn’t an easy 
move. It was scary, I had no one to turn to but myself and the people of California. When I got there 
I had about $120.00 left to my name. I took a bus ride to Universal studios that left me with 60 
dollars. I stood outside the entry gates to universal for about an hour just walking back and forth all 
the while starring at the guard at the gate. Thinking I am doomed, I mustard the faith and walked up 
to the guard and asked him where the sign shop was? He said in the carpenters building. He radioed 
to someone and a person on a golf cart showed up and asked if I needed a ride to the sign shop. I 
said sure and off we went. 

  I had no clue what was to happen next.  The driver of the cart asked me if the union had sent me 
over and I lied and said ya and that it was my first time to visit universal. I didn’t lie totally haha.  He 
dropped me off at these double doors and said down the hall and to the right second door on the 
left. I said thanks, opened the doors and swallowed a big gulp of air and marched down the hallway 
to the sign shop. When I got there I asked to meet with the person who ran the shop and I showed 
him my portfolio. He asked me if I could do silk screening and use the new sign computers.  I said yes 
to everything and lied through my teeth some more and told him I was the best sign painter ever.  
He looked at me and then at my suitcase and my art kit/sign kit and said, “You are determined aren’t 

Featured Rager Artist 

   

 

5 ArtRageUS Digital Magazine October 2011



you?” I shook my head yes and then he said can you be here at 5:00am I said yes and then he put his 
hand out and shook my hand and said welcome to Califorina and to Universal. I know you’ll do fine.  
I knew that he knew I had been lying to him but he gave me that chance and I will always be 
indebted to him.  I actually slept in the back lot in the old west set and on New York Street for 4 
weeks till I had made enough money to get an apartment. I worked in Hollywood for 11 years. I then 
wanted to move on so I did. 

You can find my art on the big screen in such movies as, “Back to the Future” to “Harry and the 
Hendersons”.  While working for the Hollywood studios as an artist/sign writer/scenic artist I have 
also worked in Television as well. In Such TV series as “Murder She Wrote, Amazing Stories, Knight 
Rider and Simon and Simon”. My modest Hollywood history helped me to fine tune my craft. 

   Not only having movie and animation credits, my published accomplishments and book covers are 
just as exciting. Here is a short list of where you can find my printed work; U.S. Kids, and Humpty 
Dumpty Magazines. Also I have been published by Apple Press, Waldon Press, Dalmation Press, 
Treasure Publishing and The American Bible Society.   

I have an ability to create and draw in so many different styles and  I can copy just about any cartoon 
style as well as paint in a semi realistic to impressionism style. This has kept my work fresh and new.  

 

My first ArtRage Painting 
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       Bobbyray Howle                                                     John Blackford/Cartuneman 

Hi John, 

Thank you for taking the time to be our Featured Artist this month. Our readers would like to know a 
little more about you and your art so we have a few questions for 
you. 

Bobbyray:   As a youth with a dream of becoming a famous artist 
when he grew up, what actually motivated you to follow through 
with it?  

John:  I was a great fan of “Peanuts” the comic stip. I identified 
with Charlie brown so much , I could feel his pain and distain for 
Lucy whenever she would constantly take advantage of him. 

Bobbyray:  What was it that drew you into the art of cartooning 
and illustrations?   

 John:  I loved everything about 
cartooning  I was fascinated with 
cartoons. The animation of Disney to 
Warner brothers Bugs Bunny. The comic strips of the Sunday funnies also 
kept my young intuitive mind wanting more. I read everything I could 
about the artist and how they did it. I wanted to be like them….. 

Bobbyray:  Did your family support your dreams to become an artist? 

John:  Not all. My father said it was a pipe dream and I should be real and 
come back down to earth and get my head outta the clouds. My Mother 

on the other hand said You make your own way in life. If farming is not 
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what you want to do then do what makes me feel right. She was the one that would sneak me 
scratch paper and crayons and markers whenever she could. 

Bobbyray:  How did you make the connections for your first art 
job and what was it? 

John:  Ironically my Father got me my first art job. He was 
working part time at a service station as a weekend Auto 
Mechanic. The Owner needed some signs painted  for a sale 
they were about to promote and My father convinced them to 
try me out. I made an astounding $25 that day. I could taste 
the future……   

Bobbyray:   How did you get into publication art work? 

John:  I actually tried the same tried and true efforts I had 
always relied on. I walked in to a publishers office and ask to 
speak with the Art Director I was either turned away and or 

had my meeting with them. I was able to make my way in to 
the publication world that way. Also I would fax the 
Perspective publishers my art that seemed to work as well. 

Bobbyray:  As a professional artist in many areas, which is 
actually your favorite? 

John:  Cartooning as it has been all of my life. 

Bobbyray:  How do you rate ArtRage and has it helped you to 
be a better artist? 

John:  I rate ArtRage as one of the finest programs available to 
the artist world. I became familiar with it when it first came out 
and never stopped working in it. It has become one of the most 
valuable tools in my art kit. 

Bobbyray:  Do you have any tips for any Ragers aspiring to 
become professional artists? 

John:  Ya never do what I did to get where you need to be. Go to school and learn all you can. Learn 
all the computer programs available to artist and never give up. Stay the course and believe in your 

work and always keep one eye open for opportunities 
that appear. I have lived by one other thing in my life 

and it seems to have worked for me. This is something I 
attribute to my father and what he told me about life. 

    Every morning when you get up You begin thinking 
about what you have to do for the day. Most people 
never think about whether they like doing whatever it 
is they have to do and just go through every day doing 
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the same thing. My father said if you see yourself doing 
the same thing over and over and over. “Change It!” 
because your going to wake up in some old folks home 
some day and wish you had done something else with 
your life and then it could be too late. Don’t settle... and 
always strive to be the best at what ever you do and 

never let any ones opinion 
change how you feel. An 
opinion can be argued but 
how you feel is personal 
and can only be felt by you. 

Bobbyray:  What digital artists have inspired you the most???  

John:  All of them. I can’t name names but I would have to say all of 
them from the people who are just starting out to the artist at Disney 
pixar.  The internet is so full of us artists it is unreal. I am just glad to be 
a part of that world. And the world is still a pretty big place. 

Bobbyray:  Thanks again John for a great interview.... 
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Featured Artist Spotlight Gallery 
 

 

 

 

A man named Leanardo 

This is another black and white study. I have always idolized Leonardo because of his talents. A true 
Renaissance Man. I asked my oldest boy once what a Renaissance man was to him and he said well 
of course it would have to be me his father. He explained to me that a Renaissance man was a 
person that could do just about anything he put his mind to. Well that is what Leonardo could do 
and did. He not only was a renowned painter but he was also an inventor a carpenter and 
metallurgist. He even dabbled in the medical arena. He is still my artistic idol and always will be. 
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A Stroll to the Bistro 

 

 

    This is another painting for my wife’s Living room. I love the effects the sun light gives to this 
setting. It helps cast the depth and the width of the walkway. It is inviting to look at and it still makes 
me want to continue forward just to see what is ahead. 
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Featured Artist Spotlight Gallery 
 

 

 

 

Comfy Magic 

 

Ahh, one the most involved pieces I’ve ever created. There is a story to this picture for sure. I first 
created the wizard one evening right before dinner. I then laid the sketch aside and never looked at 
it again for almost a year. Then my wife bought me my Wacom tablet. A few days later I downloaded 
the art rage free trial. I then played around with the program and the tablet for about another year. 
Then on thanksgiving week the following year I was going through some of my stacked up sketches 
on my drawing table and came across the wizard. Something came over me and scanned this into 
the computer. I imported it into Art Rage and began adding more and more to the sketch. I then 
started adding color and layers. I even worked this piece in photoshop as well. The last thing I 
created for this picture was the horse in the jar. I wanted to add a lot of depth to the picture and 
created the blurred effect to the for ground.   You may ask why a horse in a jar? I say why not?  
hahaha. Of course it could have been a fairy or a dragon but I didn’t want to appear to clichéd.   
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Featured Artist Spotlight Gallery 
 

 

 

 

 

 

In Memory of Her 

 

When I painted this My Step Mother had just recently passed away. I saw My Father one day sitting 
on the patio like he always did with Her.  Except she wasn’t there, I know when I looked at him he 

was seeing her in his eyes. He put his hand out across the table as if to touch her. That is what 
sparked this image. I digitally painted this in Black and White. It helps fill the mood of time. 
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Featured Artist Spotlight Gallery 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Low Tide 

I captured the sunset on my camera one evening. Nevada has some of the most gorgeous sunsets. I 
did a digital overlay of the sunset and added the foreground. I love the warmth of the setting. 
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Featured Artist Spotlight Gallery 
 

 

 

 

 

 

In the Shallows 

 

This was a quick digital speed paint warm up. I was actually just messing around with contrasting 
black and white fields of color and this was what came of it. 
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The Serpent King 

 

 

    I really enjoyed this painting. This started out as a warm up speed paint but ended up being one 
that I saved and kept going back to. This actually has been retouched numerous times. I actually 
should call this a coat of many colors because for as many times that I have worked with it. The copy 
that I post on the net is one of the ones I have been happy with. 
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Featured Artist Spotlight Gallery 
 

 

 

 

 

Moonlight Mist 

 

 

 

This painting was also for my father. His hobby for over 30 years has been trains. He is going blind so 
I wanted to give him this gift of my art before he loses his sight completely. 
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Featured Artist Spotlight Gallery 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Venice Waterway 

 

 

 

 

 

    The inspiration of this painting was the vastness of color and the fact I’ve always loved anything 
about Italy. My wife actually wanted some paintings she could hang in the front room. She wanted 
some paintings from Italy. I told her I would do them and this is one that she really liked. I have 
about 42 hours into this digital painting. Looks great printed on canvas and hanging on my wall too. 
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Featured Artist Spotlight Gallery 
 

 

Yellow House 

 

    This was a strange painting at best. I was looking through some travel brochures at the doctor’s 
office one day and I came across some of the most vivid bright colored and painted homes of 
Jamaica. This inspired me to create this painting. The strangest thing occurred when I painted this 
picture though.  The little girl in the window was totally oblivious to me until I had finished the 
painting. I was showing my daughter the painting on my computer a few days after I had painted this 
and she asked me who the little girl was. I didn’t know what she was talking about until she pointed 
her out in the window. It actually unnerved me a bit. I think I may have been thinking about one of 
my other daughters and without thinking painted her there.  Other people think she is a ghost but 
however she appeared she will always remain a mystery to me. 

 
 
 

See more of Johns Artworks at these locations on the web: 

http://www.john-cartunemansdoodles.blogspot.com/ 

http://photobucket.com/johnblackford 
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